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Leading the way in prep school education



We are a family school with a commitment to
providing the highest academic standards and
a passion for bringing out the very best in every child



I often ask our  parents why they chose St Faith’s. As you would expect, I receive a variety

of answers, yet by far the most common type of response  is, ‘Whatever my child’s strengths

might prove to be, St Faith’s will develop them to the full. If my child proves to be academic,

St Faith’s will stretch them. If they have talents in music, drama or sport, the School will

help them reach their full potential.’ Of course, most schools would tell you they develop

each individual. At St Faith’s, however, we have small class sizes, a proven record of

excellent teaching and a well-deserved reputation for outstanding pastoral care which

enables our pupils – every single one – to discover their talents and make the most of them. 

St Faith’s is in many ways a reflection of Cambridge. We have a long and distinguished

history – former students like John Maynard Keynes and Sir Christopher Cockerell have

gone on to achieve great things. Whilst we cherish this heritage, St Faith’s, like Cambridge,

has never stood still. We are a forward-thinking community evolving to meet the challenges

of the modern world and in recent times we have received national and international

recognition for our curriculum innovation. Our approach to teaching is dynamic. Facilities

are outstanding and despite being a stone’s throw from the city centre we have acres of

green space for play and sport. This blend of traditional values and a continuous desire to

improve has enabled the School, like Cambridge, to earn its reputation for exceptional

standards.

It’s not surprising, therefore, that our children want to come to school. St Faith’s is a special

place.

Come and see for yourself. I would be delighted to show you around.

Nigel Helliwell

Headmaster
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Welcome to St Faith’s

Nigel and Jane Helliwell and Mollie



Each year, for the past five years, our pupils have
achieved well over 20 scholarships to senior
schools

From the start, we instil an

enthusiasm to explore,

enquire and discover, so

learning becomes a pleasure.



A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E

St Faith’s has a proud reputation for high academic

standards. Careful planning of teaching and learning

programmes ensures that each child is challenged

appropriately and that their range of intelligences are stretched

to the full.

Our teaching is dynamic and purposefully cross-curricular, while

lessons are full of action and fun. It is not unusual for a physics project

to link into history, or an art project to link into maths and geography.

We have regular academic extension days for pupils to explore wider

issues in more depth, bringing a real freshness to the curriculum. These

days often incorporate trips to sites of special interest and visits from

experts at Cambridge University with whom we have established links.

We encourage children to explore and discover, to compete, to work

together and to help one another. Regular changes in classroom

configurations reflect this sense of group learning and mobility, while

each child’s learning and support is planned, tracked and reviewed

regularly.

It should come as no surprise that information technology is used

extensively throughout the School. St Faith’s was one of the first schools

of this age range to introduce Computer Science as an academic

subject, and now computer programming is taught to all pupils aged

7 and upwards. The government has designated St Faith’s as a lead

school in the Network of Computing Excellence.

AN ENTHUSIASM TO LEARN AND ACHIEVE

Tablet technology is utilized

across the School. There are

also three fully equipped

computer suites for Digital

Literacy and Computer

Science lessons.



A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E

Engineering was introduced to the curriculum in 2015, another

ground-breaking initiative which further enhanced our future-focussed

curriculum. As a result of this initiative and our outstanding record 

of teaching in Science and Maths, the Royal Society has awarded 

St Faith’s Associate School status.

St Faith’s leads the way with its modern languages teaching. Spanish is

taught from the age of four and is integrated into school life. St Faith’s is

one of only ten schools in the UK to have been awarded Associate Status

by the Spanish Embassy for our outstanding teaching – an accolade of

which we are justifiably proud. Latin is introduced in Year 5 and French in

Year 7. Ancient Greek is taught to the most able pupils in Years 7 and 8.

Reading is a valued part of the school day and it is not unusual to find

children ‘buried in a book’. Visiting authors and our Passport to

Reading scheme for older pupils encourage the exploration of different

writers and genres. All children visit our library on a weekly basis to select

from our collection of over 10,000 books and to focus on reading skills.

These academic highlights give a sample of the vibrant education at

St Faith’s which led a team of schools’ inspectors to rate the quality of

our teaching as ‘outstanding’ – the top inspection grade.

Of course, it helps to have an average class size of 16 pupils and

generous support from teaching assistants. We are also fortunate to

attract some of the most talented teachers in the country who set high

standards for themselves and their pupils. All classes from the age of

nine are taught by specialist subject staff – two years earlier than in the

vast majority of schools.

In 2015, our Maths team reached

the UK Maths Trust National Finals

after winning the Eastern Region

competition.

Our Engineering curriculum has

been devised in accordance with

the Royal Academy of

Engineering guidelines, adopting

a project-based, team-work

approach.



A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E“St Faith’s provided our son with the guidance to not only get accepted to Eton,
but to become a King’s Scholar. Seeing him happy is all we ever hoped for, and
we can’t thank St Faith’s enough for their crucial role in this. St Faith’s supports
all children to be their best, no matter what their talents.”



E X P L O R I N G  T H E  A R T S

At St Faith’s, our aim is to provide a world class, all-round

education which significantly enhances the

requirements of the National Curriculum. Happy

children enjoy learning, grow in confidence and achieve

success, not just academically but across the range of subjects

and activities we offer. As one parent summed up, ‘it is not 

only the great results, it is the way they are achieved that makes 

St Faith’s special.’

Music is taught by specialist music teachers and from age seven, the

majority of children learn to play a musical instrument; most join one

of the many ensembles and choirs which rehearse weekly and play in

regular concerts in school and at prestigious venues across Cambridge.

The sheer number of our pupils who are able to play at a high level is

noteworthy. Every year pupils are prepared for music scholarships at

many senior schools and a good number of pupils participate in

national music organisations including the National Youth Choir,

National Youth Orchestra and the National Music for Youth Festival.

In drama, every child takes part in the colourful and ambitious

productions staged throughout the year. It’s not surprising therefore,

that many of our children are successful at performing arts festivals and

in speech and drama examinations. Our investment in art includes

well-equipped art rooms, a kiln and an art enrichment programme

staffed by qualified art teachers. 

CREATIVITY AND
EXPRESSION



“My daughter gained so much from performing
in the Year 8 musical; she worked hard and
loved every moment. St Faith’s allows children 
to try things that they never thought possible.”

Elaborate stage

productions give scope

for every child to

perform.



Southfield is a dedicated house and
play area designed to ease younger
pupils into the world of learning



S  C  H  O  O  L    S  T  R  U  C  T  U  R  E

During the course of its long history, St Faith’s has

grown in popularity and is now the largest prep

school in Cambridge with over 500 pupils on its roll.

Much of this popularity can be attributed to our reputation for

outstanding pastoral care and our proven ability to bring out the

best in each child. From the start, the individual strengths of the

child are identified and developed.

Our Pre-Prep, for children aged 4 to 7 years, is housed in Southfield,

which provides a home within the School for our youngest children

during their first three years. Southfield’s modern and spacious

classrooms and play areas are resourced and organised for younger

pupils. Indeed with its dedicated management, staff and its own

timetable, assemblies, play times and entrance, Southfield is a homely

setting for our younger children whilst benefitting from easy access to

the extensive ‘whole-school’ facilities.

Children in Years 3 and 4 (aged 7 – 9) are based in their own area of

school with a team of experienced staff and specifically designed

communal play areas. At this age, pupils are assigned to a House as

well as a class, and will remain a member of their House for the next

six years. Our House system provides a sense of collective

responsibility and an opportunity to share common goals; all pupils

can represent their House, both in academic and sporting inter-House

activities.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND CARE

Children in Years 3-8 are

allocated to a House:

Bentley, Newton,

Latham or Chaucer.



S  C  H  O  O  L    S  T  R  U  C  T  U  R  E

Heads of Houses meet regularly with class teachers and provide

valuable support for each child throughout their time at St Faith’s.

Children in Year 5 (aged 9) enter the ‘senior’ section of school and join

a tutor group of approximately 16 children. The Tutor oversees the

development of each child and receives valuable continuing support

from the Head of House. Our Director of Pastoral Care, who oversees

pastoral care, holds weekly meetings to discuss children’s care and

welfare, while a team of qualified nurses is on-site to manage the

medical needs of each child.

Sincere commitment to developing every individual, combined with

our extensive system of support on several levels, makes the pastoral

care at St Faith’s outstanding. Quite simply, children are cherished here.

As one parent recently remarked, “St Faith’s is a school with a heart”.

Several whole-school fundraising events take place throughout the

year, supporting a variety of charities. Each House adopts its own

charity for the year and money is raised on its behalf through various

events. 

An ethos of mutual support

between pupils and across

Year groups is underpinned

by our Buddy Scheme.

Since 2004, St Faith’s has supported Makukhanye

Primary school in the Jeffery’s Bay township,

South Africa. Each year we dedicate a day to

learning more about life in Africa, as well as

holding fundraising events for the African school. 



A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E“We have again been impressed by the
facilities, but most of all by every single
member of staff whom we met.”

An old tree trunk in

the play area has been

carved into a work of

art by local artist Tim

Atkins. Pupils helped

with its design, which

includes a nestling

squirrel, ladybirds,

‘windows’ and a baby

hedgehog.

Tom’s Garden is a

special Eco garden 

with a number of

sustainability features

put in place by our Eco

Committee. The garden

was built in recognition

of one of the school’s

most cherished

charities, Tom’s Trust.



S P O R T S ,  T R I P S  A N D  T R A V E L

Sport is an integral part of the excellent all-round

education provided at St Faith’s. Our ‘sports for all’

philosophy ensures that every child enjoys regular

exercise and the experience of learning new sports. 

St Faith’s has an enviable record of sporting achievement at regional

and national level, but whether your child is naturally talented or not,

they will be taught by a sports specialist teacher from the age of four,

and will be included in the many house and inter-school sports

matches. St Faith’s sits in a leafy nine-acre site and two minutes walk

from Latham Road playing fields, which provide twenty acres of sports

pitches and two AstroTurf surfaces for hockey and tennis.

Nowhere is the all-round education we provide more prominent 

than in our extensive extra curricular programme, which offers 

in excess of eighty activities each week; dance, chess, computer

programming, art enrichment, choirs, gymnastics, drama, instrumental

ensembles and sports training to name but a few.

Furthermore, an extensive schedule of trips to places of interest in

Cambridge, throughout the UK and abroad supports class work. Recent

excursions include a Music tour to Liverpool, a Classics trip to Italy, a

Humanities trip to Berlin, a Spanish trip to Seville, a ski trip to Austria

and an outdoor activity holiday to the Ardèche in France. Pupils and

staff also visit our partnership school in South Africa, a township school

in Jeffreys Bay, which we have been supporting since 2004.

In 2014/15, St Faith’s

competed in eight national

sports finals.

TEAMWORK AND
ADVENTURE

Cookery Schools inspire

children to learn delicious

recipes and the value of food

in other cultures.



Young minds thrive on sporting
challenge and the experience
of adventure

Summer visits to

Salamanca and Seville

in Year 6 and 8 extend

the Spanish curriculum

with first-hand cultural

experience.

The annual Year 7 residential trip to the

Ardèche provides great opportunities for pupils

to try new outdoor adventures.



‘Being our best selves’ is a motto
which resounds throughout the
School and beyond



O U R  E N V I R O N M E N T

Acres of green space, superb facilities, an ethos of care

and support and a happy family atmosphere are all

components which underpin our success.

Cooked breakfasts, open to all the family, are served from 7.15am each

morning;  over 200 people a day join us for breakfast and many parents

find this an ideal opportunity to spend quality time with their children

and meet other families. Lunches are also a popular feature of the

School; our chef and his team prepare a wide range of healthy hot and

cold dishes each day.

The St Faith’s behaviour code – a ‘Best Self’ framework – runs through

the School and every child knows what is expected of them, and how

to share with and support other children. Good manners and respect

are actively promoted and are central to our daily interactions; for

example, children are expected to learn social skills such as opening

doors for each other and how to welcome new children and visitors to

the School.

St Faith's is a family-friendly school where teachers are readily

accessible and make time to speak with parents. Tutors passionately

care for their class and we ensure that there is additional support and

care for those children who require it. For example, Granny Huckle,

our ‘school granny’ steps in when individual pupils in Years 3 and 4

need a one-to-one or some quiet time. We also employ a professional

‘listener’ who offers extra support to pupils in Years 5 to 8; this service

is managed by our Director of Pastoral Care.

A ROBUST FRAMEWORK

Our Head Chef, Malcolm Wood, 

is passionate about selecting,

preparing and serving healthy and

delicious food, tailored to children’s

appetites. 

Much loved Granny Huckle has

been providing comfort for our

children for thirty years. Her happy

and sensitive demeanour is much

appreciated by the whole school

community.



O U R  E N V I R O N M E N T

Effective management over decades has enabled considerable

investment in buildings and grounds, and now St Faith’s boasts some of

the finest facilities of any UK prep school. Our older buildings have been

extensively refurbished and modernised and several of our new facilities,

such as the Sports Hall and Pre Prep classrooms, have won national

design competitions.

Sustainability is a core value of the School and the Eco Committee

(comprising pupils, teachers and governors) plans and oversees our many

exciting environmental projects and energy-saving initiatives.

St Faith’s has been awarded Green Flag status, the highest possible 

Eco Award for schools in the UK. In 2014, St Faith’s also won the Ashden

Award, a prestigious international competition which recognised us as

a world leader in the teaching and practice of sustainability education.  

Our Passivhaus classrooms

have excellent thermal

performance and mechanical

ventilation, ensuring optimal

energy efficiency all year round.

Our Catering and

Housekeeping teams only use

environmentally friendly,

plant-based cleaning 

products, supported by our

Eco Committee.



“Schools have a vital role to play in educating young people
about the solutions to climate change that they can participate
in making happen. St Faith’s is an inspiring example of how
this can be done.”   
Sarah Butler-Sloss, Ashden Founder Director

Numerous Eco

incentives such as

Waste Week and Switch

Off Fortnight help instill

an Eco consciousness

from an early age.



M O V I N G   O N

Our high academic standards enable virtually all of our

children to gain a place at their first choice senior

school – many with scholarships. We regularly  feed

between 15 and 20 different senior schools each year, to day

and boarding schools, both within Cambridge and further afield.

At age 13, approximately half of our pupils move smoothly to 

The Leys, our co-Foundation senior school located in Cambridge. Our

association with The Leys means that a large number of places in Year

9 are allocated to St Faith’s pupils; we are the only school which

benefits from pre-allocated places at this highly regarded independent

school. St Faith’s and The Leys share the same ethos and educational

philosophy; children who thrive at St Faith’s typically do very well at

The Leys. That said, many families choose to move their children to

other schools in Cambridge, while a good number go on to leading

boarding schools across the country.

St Faith’s has a long tradition of preparing pupils for senior schools. We

hold special parents’ evenings and future schools fairs which provide

information about schools and their admissions procedures. We

encourage discussions with parents about senior schools at an early

stage so that we can ensure children transfer successfully to a school

that suits their talents and character. Each year the Headmaster visits

senior schools, while their key staff come to see St Faith’s in action and

meet pupils. These strong links and our attention to detail in preparing

pupils for the various entrance exams and interviews ensures that

children move confidently to their senior school. Many of our pupils

remain friends for life and stay in touch with the School through the

active Old Fidelian network. Popular Old Fidelian social and sporting

events are held each year.

MOVING ON

Former pupils, Caroline

Jarman and Nicholas Greaves,

served as Head Boy and 

Head Girl at The Leys.

Former pupil, Alex Goode,

plays at fullback for the

England rugby team.



Leadership opportunities in Year 7

and 8 include partaking in the School

Council and the Prefect system.

The School Council comprises pupils who are
elected by their Tutor group to serve for one
year. Members represent pupils’ interests
across school.



★ The wyvern is a winged, two-legged dragon with a barbed tail,

a heraldic symbol of valour, protection and strength. Taken from

the Coat of Arms of The Leys and St Faith’s Foundation, the 

St Faith’s wyvern is represented in the distinctive red, white and black

of the school blazer. It has been stylised to create a natural, flowing

form which represents the contemporary and innovative spirit of 

St Faith’s, whilst maintaining links to its rich heritage.

The wyvern is depicted protecting the school shield (also from the Coat

of Arms). The star (mullet) at its centre aptly symbolises the school’s

principle ethos: bringing out the very best in the individual.

The wyvern is a succinct icon around which the School can herald its

achievements and resulting status – that of leading the way in prep

school education.

ABOUT OUR LOGO





www.stfaiths.co.uk
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St Faith’s, Trumpington Road, Cambridge CB2 8AG

t    01223 352073

f    01223 314757

e   info@stfaiths.co.uk
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